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with Calder 1 The one sacrificing nineteen prizes to the
public cause ; the other spoiling all for the sake of two.'

The events of the winter are historical. The great
naval victory of Trafalgar, which secured the invulner-
ability of Great Britain, was balanced by the conti-
nental disasters of Ulm and Austerlitz. Within a few
months of each other England's greatest hero and her
leading statesman passed away; but not till their work
was done. Whatever were the faults of Pitt or the
shortcomings of his administration, this truth remains:
that by the undaunted front he showed in the hour of
his country's greatest peril, he gave, not only to her
but to Europe, 6 a power and a sign.' He did not live
to see the glory acquired by our arms and to share in
the loud triumphs of the Harvest Home; but when, in
1814, our little army marched into Paris, side by side
with the mighty continental hosts, it owed its proud
pre-eminence less to its military distinction, great as
that was, tlian to the fact that during the long death-
struggle with France, the nations of Exirope had found
in England * a bulwark for the cause of man.' Of the
national qualities which had made her so, of her per-
sistence and heroic self-reliance, they have ever acknow-
ledged a fitting representative in Mr. Pitt.

The first letters of the New Year, 1806, brought to
Lord Minto the intelligence of Pitt's increasing illness.
Towards the middle of January he heard of its approach-
ing end.